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3 Converſation, Sc. 


that wanted 5s. 2d. and when I offer- 
ed it in Payment for Coals, it was re- 
fuſed, the Collier pleading that he could not paſs it 
in England, without much Difficulty. Whereupon 
I was forced to get Silver for him, and this I found 


Smith, 1 Received from you Yeſterday a Guinea, 


was no eaſy Matter to do ; infomuch that I was ob- 


liged to buy Goods I did not then want, in order to 
get {mall Change, therefore pray give me a heavier 
Guinea inſtead of it. n, 

Merchant. The ie bad the King's 


Image and Superſc PAST HK) and therefore no 


Subject can refuſe it. 
Sm. I have been do > Lawyer, that the 
King s Authority will warrant a Guinea worn away 
by fair Uſage, but that when a Part of it is induſtri- 
_ ouſly cut away by a Sheers, or taken off by a File, 
any Man may lawfully refuſe it, becauſe it 1s not a 
whole Guinea ,, *and the King's Image does not au- 


thorize the paſſing of a Piece of a Guinea for 11. 2s. gd. 


therefore buy Goods of me, and I will take it. 

Merch. I muſt confeſs that the 88 8 s Opinion 
ſeems to be well grounded. 

Sm. Muſt the Rogues then go on to file down 
our Guineas, till they are reduced to Halt- Guineas, 
and is there no Remedy? 

Merch. The Law has provided a Remedy, which 


is the Gallows. 


Sm. The Gallows ſay you? Why then does not 


the 


. 


£7 IP (3) | 
the Gallows put a Stop to Houſe-breaking, and Rob- 
bery on the Highway? Do our Rogues value a 
Minute's Pain in this World, when they believe that 
the Abſolution of the Prieſt can ſave them from Hell 
in the next? ES 35 

Merch. Tis very true; and yet we have no other 

Remedy that I know: of, unleſs Guineas ſhould paſs 
for their real Value by Weight, as Gold does in moſt 
Parts of the World ; but this would be very trouble- 
ſome. 
Sm. Troubleſome ſay you? Don't you remember, 
that before the Reduction of Gold, we had little elſe 

than foreign Gold ſtirring, which all paſſed by 
Weight, and why will it give more Trouble to 
weigh Gui neas? 5 8 
Merch. I grant it; but if a more eaſy Remedy 
could be found, I ſhould like it much better. 
Sm. It is not for ſuch Men as I am to direct you, 
let me therefore pray your Senſe on that Head. 

Merch. Well then, you ſhall have it in ſhort: 
There are but two poſfible-Ways of proceeding in 
this Buſineſs. The Be. by a Recoinage of our 
Guineas and Half-Guineas, and this would be attend- 
ed with great Inconveniencies, if it ſhould be grant- 


dez for, 


1//. We muſt wait till Great Britain leads the Way, 
our Guineas being all Britiſb Money; ſo that the Re- 
coinage, if ever undertaken, muſt be of the whole 
Species in both Kingdoms. | 
 2dly. All the Guineas now diſperſed thorough the 
Kingdom of Ireland, mult in that Caſe be carried to 
the Mint in the Tower of London, where it will be 
received by Weight as ſo much Bullion, and not by 
Tale, whereupon a vaſt Deficiency will be found, 
which muſt all fall upon the Owners and Proprietors 
of ſuch Gold, unleſs the Loſs were to be made good 
by a national Tax, which would create infinite Per- 
plexity and Confuſion. Every Man, therefore, muſt 
abide by the Loſs, in proportion to the Lightneſs of 


11 the Guineas in his Poſſeſſion. 3dly. 


Ce 
_ 34h. If a Deco was apprehended, every Man 


would get rid of his Guineas as faſt as he could ; but 
who would there be to take that which every one was 
ſtriving to part with? The Bankers would receive 
none but by Weight; for they, of all People, would 


endeavour to diſcharge their Coffers of falling Gold. 


The Conſequence then would be a total Stagnation of 


all Payments in Guineas, which are the Bulk of our 


preſent Species, and it is eaſy to ſee how this muſt 


affe& Trade and Credit. 
4ihly. If the Guineas were to be recoined, and ſent 


over to us, the Miſchief now complained of, would 


very ſoon return, for new weighty Guineas would be a 
fine Subject for the Rogues to work upon with their 


Files, and they would deſire no better Game. | 
Sm. You have faid enough to convince me, that 


this firſt Remedy, by a Recoinage of Guineas, would 
be extreamly inconvenient and burthenſome, there- 


fore pray let me hear your other Remedy, for you 
have ſaid there can be but two. | 


Merch. This is, in one Word, the paſſing of all 


Guineas and Half-Guineas by Weight, and not by 
1 Tale; but this would give every Body much Trouble. 


Sm. It is evident that this would put an immedi- 
ate Stop to the wicked Practice of filing the Guinèas; 
and will it be no more troubleſome than the weighing 


of Spaniſh and Portugal Gold was a few Years ago, 


and which is univerſally practiſed to this Day ? for 
no Man will receive a Gold Cobb or a Moydore, or 


even a Piſtole, without weighing it. 


As to the Trouble of it, if it be neceſſary to be 
done, there is no pleading againſt it. I am no Scho- 
lar, nor Politician, and yet I will undertake to con- 
vince you, and every Man, that this ought. to be 


done. 
The Practice of Filing is every Day going on, and 


pray where muſt it end? If a Guinea wants three or 


four, and ſometimes five Shillings To-day, that ſame 


Guinea will go on diminiſhing till it be filed down to 


half 


ie Ol ont 


. 


rer 


Cl} 


half a Guinea by this Day Twelvemonth. They are 


already fo reduced in Size, that I have been puzzled 


to diſtinguiſh, at firſt Sight, between a Guinea and a 


broad Half-Guinea, the Circumferences of a broad 


Half. Guinea, and a whole Guinea well ſweated, and 


doctored by theſe Artiſts, being ſo nearly equal, that 
without obſerving the Thickneſs, and poiſing the 
Weight on your Finger, you could hardly judge of 
the Difference; and ſuch is their Induſtry, that they 
have of late attacked the poor Half Guineas, when 
they could not procure whole ones ; for they do not 
care to be idle, and will play at ſmall Game, rather 
than ſtand out. to wie Ts 1 
Is it not therefore plain, that in a ſnort Time our 
Guineas will be reduced to one half of their real Va- 
lue, and conſequently that a certain Period muſt come, 
when every Man muſt loſe one half of the Value of 
the Britiſh Gold he ſhall be poſſeſſed of? 25 
Merch. I ſhall not allow this Conſequence, for we 
do not eat and drink Gold; and if a Guinea filed 
down to one half of the real Value, will ſtill paſs, and 
procure me as much Meat, Drink, and Cloaths, as 
when it was entire, is it not juſt as good to me? 
Sm. I agree with you, that it is as good for the 
preſent Time, and a Bit of ſtampt Paper will do as 
well : but do you look no further? Do you not ſee, 
that when Things are come to an Extremity, there 
muſt be a Remedy, either by reforming the Guineas 
by a newCoinage, or by weighing them, and that in 
either Caſe you muſt loſe one halt of what is in your 
Poſſeſſion? and fince it muſt come to this at laſt, is 
not the firſt Loſs the beſt; and will not every wiſe 
Man chooſe the leaſt of two Evils, and rather - paſs 
his Guinea at preſent by Weight, at nineteen or 


twenty Shillings, though the weighing will give Trou- 


ble, than loſe half of it ſeven Years hence ? 
But this, bad as it is, will not be all the Miſchief ; 
for this Diminution of the Guineas will, by degrees, 
produce the Loſs of all our Silver Coin, which is al- 
ready grown ſcarce, 64 Merch, 


„ 

Merch. Pray ſhew me the Connection n 

theſe two Events. 
Sw. Nothing is more evident. Suppoſe that one 
of theſe Operators in England or Holland, after he 
has filed off 2 8. each from a thouſand Guineas, finds 
ſome Difficulty and Danger in paſſing them in Eng- 
land, what has he to do but to ſend them over to a 
Correſpondent in Ireland, who will paſs them off at 
11.:2s. 9d. each, without any Difficulty. . But how 
ſhall chis Operator receive Value for them? Very 
eafily : for he will either receive it in Goods, which 
if it be not convenient for his Purpoſe, his 17/5 Cor- 
reſpondent will pick him up Silver to the Value of his 
thouſand Guineas, and ſend it over to him in ſome 
ſecret manner. 

Here then is above « one 3 Pounds gained to 
him, and Joſt to Ireland; and if fifty of ſuch induſtri- 
ous Operators ſnhould labour at this profitable Trade, 
and make ſix Returns in the Year, ruſt not this ſe- 
_ cret Drain, in a little time, carry off your Silver Coin, 
and leave the Kingdom without ſmall Change to an- 
ſwer a retailing Trade, and pay Manufacturers, La- 
bourers, and the private Soldiers, who will be diſa- 
bled from purchaſing the N eceſſaries of Life at the 
Market? 

Now, pray Sir, put the Decay of Trade, the Dif- 
treſs of all the Poor, and the Ruin of our Country, 
into one Scale, and the Trouble of weighing Guineas 
into the other, and judge which ſhould preponderate. 

Merch. 1 am convinced, and freely give up the 
Point to you, and ſhall make light of the Trouble of 
weighing Gold, fince the Good of my Country re- 
quires it. At the ſameTime I cannot but have a Con- 
cern for the Bankers, who muſt ſuffer greatly by this 
Scheme. 

Sn. I muſt confeſs that their Caſe will be hard . 
but let me obſerve, that it will be harder even upon 
them, if this Remedy be deferred: For if a Banker 


has twenty thoaſand Guineas in his Cheſt, had he not 
7 better 
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bettet loſe ſo many Half-crowns by them now, than 
double or treble. that Sum a few Years hence; and 

yet this muſt infallibly be the Caſe, if che Filing goes 
ONs -.. | | 

Beſides, that this is a Caſualty that all large Dealers 
in any Species of Commodities are liable to by ſudden 
Riſes and Falls of Markets; and we know that Mo- 
ney is the proper Commodity that Bankers deal in. 

Merch. You have ſet this Affair in ſo clear a Light 
before me, that I am aſhamed of my own Stupidity, 
and think that we are all aſleep; for if we had our 
Senſes about us, we could not avoid ſeeing the daily 
Robbery committed upon our Gold Species, without 
looking forwards to the national Diſtraction it muſt 
neceſſarily end in. If a Borderer on my Eſtate, 
ſhould by Degrees ſteal my Land by Roods, I ſhould 

ſoon take the Alarm, and reclaim my Property. 
And the preſent Caſe is nearly the ſame ; for though 
theſe Miſcreants do not actually take the Guineas out 
of my Purſe to cut away a Part of them, yet they are 
filing down thoſe that will come ſoon into my Purſe, 
and which hereafter muſt finally ſtop there, and then 

J muſt make good the Deficiency. 85 

This, which is my Caſe, is the Caſe of every Man 
who is to receive a Guinea; the Robbery is at this 


Hour committing upon his Subſtance, and he muſt 


ſoon feel it; in the mean Time it is growing worſe 
and worſe; and therefore common Prudence, and a 
little Foreſight, will tell him that the earlieſt Remedy 


is the beſt. 


Sm. But whence is this Remedy to come, and who 
muſt apply it? for if a light Guinea ſhould be paid in 


my Bill, I cannot refuſe it without diſobliging my 


Cuſtomer; and when J have it, I muſt get it off as 
well as I can, according to the old Saying, He that 
buys the Devil, muſt ſell him again. 1 

Merch. I muſt not give a plain Anſwer to your 
Queſtion. Every Body but you, knows very well 
whence the Remedy muſt come; for it can come 
| N from 


(8) 8 5 
from one Place only, and that I ſhall not name aloud, 
but let me whiſper it in your Ear. 
Sm. I wiſh this effectual Remedy may ſoon come, 
for I am under a ſtrong Temptation. My Buſineſs 
has taught me to handle a File as well as any Man, 
and I need not lay out a Penny for Tools. I am 
tain to ſweat at my Trade, from Morning to Night, 
for half a Crown, whereas I could with Eaſe get 
twenty Shillings a Day in following this ſweet Buſi- 
neſs of filing Guineas. My Wife urges me to begin, 
and ſays, ſhe ſhould ſoon ſet up a Tea Equipage, and 
appear in a Silk Gown at Church, as other Gentlewo- 
men do. "EEC os 8 
1 Merch. Beware of the Gallows, Friend, remem- 
| ber G——az's Fate, and liſten not to your Dalilah ; 
4 for if Fame be not a Liar, ſhe caſts a loving Eye upon 
| young Roger the Baker, who lives over-againſt you, 
# and often gives her a hot Roll for Breakfaſt, which 
is well buttered at your Coſt. All the Neighbouts 
take Notice of this, and ſay your Horns are begin- 
ning to ſprout : Have you felt your Forehead lately ? 
When you are hanged out of the Way, the Silk Gown 
will clinch the Bargain with Roger, who is a comely 
——— cc. Ee... 
Sm. This is mere Malice; for I am ſure my Da- 
Tilab, as you are pleaſed to call her, is a virtuous Wo- 
man, and would not change me for the Baker with 
his mealy Chaps, though I believe ſhe would gladly 
go a little finer than ſome of her ſort. ' But however, 
God keep me from the Temptation of Gold Duſt, for 
my Fingers itch to be practiſing upon theſe ſhining 
Guineas, and I often dream that I am at work; but 
the Fancy that I feel a Halter about my Neck awa- 
kens me from my golden Dream. Where it will 
end I know not; but I wiſh that an Order may ſoon 
come out for weighing Guineas, that ſo I might 
ſleep quietly, and drudge on, with my Wife in a 


Po Stuff Gown. | A 4 4 8 
= F 1 NN 4 = 


— 


A opt Irs 
he PAI, 2 


* 


